Life and Letters

But two things must be remarked. One is
that when men quote Whitman or anthologise
extracts from him, it is from the same few
poems over and over again that they quote.
And the other is that these are all poems in
which Whitman fell (even when the verse
is " free ") into poetic rhythms and sometimes
even into traditional stanza forms. And they
are poems in which he did what all must do
who successfully " carol " for comrades, lovers,
or anybody else; poems in which he wrote
from the heart, localised the objects he was
describing, and saw them clearly, communi-
cated emotion instead of throwing a Dictionary
and ten thousand Commandments at the
intellect, and achieved the highest effects of
art by the right use of " words/5 and the total
neglect of what he normally regarded as .his
" drift.55
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